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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: FRANK TUMMINIA 
DATE/CASE ID: 20 AUG 2003 200101358 



SENSITIVE 



?AP S "pHUM OTR MASS, KJUS, PINS, KVPR, PGOV, MARR, CO 
STO^ECt!^D???aL PROGRESS IN SEGOVIA MASSACRE 

REFS : A) JANUARY 14 1999 *> MERO/KO H LETTER TO MFA^ ^ 
B) BOGOTA 4037 C) 98 BOGOIA J/oo ui 
E) 98 BOGOTA 13950 

srsn^ssr . -gags. - sr ~ 

CONVICTIONS OF FOUR CIVILIAN PAP^ILITARIE|. ™ MILITARY 
COURT ACTIONS MARK PROGRESS ^AINST MILITARY I K ^ 
COURTS CONTINUE TO EVADE A SERIOUS PROSECOT i CONTRIBUTED 
NONETHELESS, SUSTAINED USG ATTENTION TO THE CASE HA^ nmcUOCt 
TO AN IMPROVED SENSITIVITY ON JHE PART OF ™^ ^ 

TO POST-SEGOVIA HUMAN RIGHTS CAShb . ujn 3/ 

^C!^ g F T O BOGOTA 08818 UiHSM^^^ 1 ^ 1 " ' 
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COMMANDER GENERAL TAPIAS AMBASSADOR TO LOCATE THE 

FORMAL RESPONSE TO REF A. END SUMMARY. 

r*T\TTT tamq were KILLED OR WOUNDED ON NOVEMBER 

=^rS^^^ 

THE MASSACRE. 

3. (SBU) CIVILIAN COURT C«™^ ^SSL 
JUDICIAL PROCESS ^ ^ ^^^ ^arP TN THE ELEVEN YEARS SINCE THE 
CHANGES WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN ™ | L *™!^tlvE SECURITY 
MASSACRE OCCURRED. TO SUMMARIZE^ COURTS W ITH THE CRIME OF 
OFFICERS WERE CHARGER IN CIVILIAN COURTS^ITO T ^ 

TERRORISM IN 1989; TWO OTHE T 55^5 T f; A w^URTSDICTION FOR THIS 
MILITARY ^^ D C ™A?N SSSSrfSKS ™ OUTCOME OF 
CHARGE, AND DECLINED TO DETAIN THE SUPREME COURT 

THESE CHALLENGES AND, DEFENDANTS APPEALS ' ^ piRMED BY the 

^ < 1SS!ra,^^Si SSTSpSS ON APRIL 14, 1999. 

4 . (SBU) THE MOD CONFIRMED TO^^^J^S S£ 3S 
FOUR ARMY OFFICERS IN Q^ION HAVE ^^^ L VBmciaa UNDER 
RESTRICTED TO HALF-PAY (AN ACTABLE CONFINED 
COLOMBIAN LAW) . THE FIFTH, A POLICE OFFICER^ ^ 
TO BASE SINCE THE MARCH 1998 R^ING THE hivfc p AT 

APPEALED TO THE SUPREME ^'g^^S^J^A^S^MIOTHER 
LEAST ONE KEY WITMESS. THE APPEAL ^ULD^TAKE AT L opFICERS; 
YEAR. (REF D INCORRECTLY REPORTED THE ALEJANDRO LONDONO 

COURT DOCUMENTS ^^^j^ OP^Olt MA J. HUGO 

TAMAYO, ARMY LT. COL - H™™°™ A HERNANDEZ NAVARRO, 

ALBERTO VALENCIA VIVAS , ARMY ^ ■ EDGARUU qther 

SS5SJS5 S5££- SMS-SSSyK" 

BETWEEN 26-28 YEW S ^f^™ E J ^ I g raifvlLLA, FRANCISCO DE 
CARLOS MARIO RUIZ VILLA, MARCO «"« OTIBE ca TAH0 ) . 
JESUS MONSALVE MONSALVE, JOSE OTOMUL, 

FAR, NO SECURITY FORCE OFFICER^S^VER BEEN^ STEMMING FROM 
MILITARY JUDICIARY ON ANY OF T^J^i^ BRIGADE COMMANDER 
fRodSLYTlSD FOUr'of' ^MILITARY CHARGES (PERSONAL 



. y T u -SBggrogg njNCLASS lFIED 2 o£ 3 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLAS E F T O 



BOGOTA 08818 



Page 3 of 3 



OFFICERS; HE DID NOT ADDRESS TWO ™ REPORTS AND THE MOD, IN 

THE BRIGADE COMMANDER S DECISION AND ^ AGAINST THE NINTH 

SSr h™p™ o^ the status of a formal response to 

REF A. 

THEREBY MARKS AN ™ P °^ T ^^ l ^ c ?ion WTHlk T S MILITARY 

ESSS SSSt"5 "™ - f^STRilK 1 ^ 3 

aTimIrI™ S , ^SS 0 5 0 S™ .SS^io -man rights 

CASES SINCE SEGOVIA. 

KAMMAN 
BT 

#8818 
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Department o&gg&ED in full telegram 

1 „ b«ot» ».» »»« «« *"*» 



ACT I OK OFFICE 
INFO FILE-Ol 

/ns ai 



c p-c 

iM-gt ppc-h 

YC 



ecp-w oas-bi mm daho-r3 



INFO 



lOS-tl AOS-HI 
pi-K INRE-M 
/ttl w 



im-ia 

USIE-M 



CI AC-IB 

sp-bi 



goDE-n 
prs-m 



NSAE-BB 
OS-BB 



SSO-Bi 
SCT-B2 



-MMU I71SWI /«3 3» 



0 171)011 NOV BR 
fit ANEITIASSY BOGOTA 

TO USIRFO WASHOC IMMEDIATE 
SECSTATE WASHOC PRIORITY 1171 

1 UFO VM MIAMI 

UWLAS BOGOTA 17133 

win f* p/m, ««, wm, ww. p**. 

STATE FOI ARA/P, ABA/AND 



E.O. K3S»: N/A 
SUBJECT: HEOIA REACTION 



VIOLENCE IN eoLonsiA 



1 SECOND LEA0IH6 DAILY EL ESPECTAOOR CARRIED 11/16 
EDITORIAL PACE COMMENTARY BY COLUMNIST MARIA TERESA 
HCRRAN ON THE WEEKEND «ASSACRE IN «t 

AND ON TKE ROLE OF JOURNALISTS IN REPORT IK «« ™ 
OF HEWS. FOLLOWING IS TRANSLATION OF PIECE. ENTITLED 
"DEFENDERS OF THE SYSTEM** 

2 BEGIN) " ENOUGH! • WAS THE THREE COLUMN HEADLINE ON 
THE FRONT PASS OF ft-EAOINS OPPOSITION DAILY) El SI6L0 
7m Ml « ITS mm MOOT THE SEGOVIA IWSIMK 
ttl SI61M ASSERTED: 'AT LEAST 4J PEOPLE WERE NIllEO » 
AH ATTACH ALLEGEDLY SY GUERRILLAS FROM THE FARC MO ELN 

THE CORRESPONDENT USED THE COmUNDER « 'THE 
1411 BRIGADE. BASED IN POERTO BERRIO. AS OIRECT SOURCE 
FOR THIS IHfORNATION. 

THE POINT IS HOT TO ANAIY1E SO MUCH THIS EXAMPLE OF 
DU.IFORMATJON THAT IMPLIES A DEPENDENCY ON ONLY ONE 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION - <H THIS CASE THE MILITARY - 
WHICH HAS BECOME LATELY A SAD CUSTOM Of COLOMBIAN 
loOHHAUSH WITH NEWS THAT DEAL WITH VIOLENCE. AT ONE 
PD7HT IN TIME JOURNAL ISTS FLIRTED HI TH 
1CTING AS MESSENGERS, AND THEY ALSO FLIRTED WITH TKE 
iflKRNBEHT OJY) P«T*,C.PAT,NO IN PEACE CESSIONS WHEN 
THAT WASH-T THEIR FUNCTION. HOW JOURNALISTS BELIEVE 
WHAT THE MILITARY TELLS THEII AW THEY FULFILL VERY 
Lime Of THEIR DOTY TO IRVEST16ATE THE » CT L 
BOT THE HOST SALIEHT CHARACTERISTIC OF THE HORRIBLE 
MASSACRE IN SEGOVIA. IS THE SPEEO W!TH WHICH T«E 
MILITARY COHHANO BLAMES THE GUERRILLAS FOR THE DEATHS 

n " Err? war mm the 

CSTABL I SRHE NT IS EXTREMELY TOLERANT OF THE GROUPS 
TERMED At PARAHIL ITARY. 

THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT GEHERAL LANDA7.AD.L "^'"i*™ 
OF DEFENSE! IS RIGHT WHEN HE SAYS THAT THE TERM IS 
,LL-H0T1»»1E0 AND IMPLIES THE DIRECT PARTICIPATION OF 
THE ARMED FORCES. LET US CALL THEM DEATH SOUADS. BUT 
' THAT DOt SB' T DISCARD THE OUEST.ON IE1HS ASHED BY THOSE 
i S ShO TH..H THAT NOT ALL THE MEANS «E tl«l » 
LOM AS THE EHD IS REACHED. IN THIS CASE THE DEFENSE OF 
TNI SYSTEM 1 . 

THE ATTORNEY NAKED BY THE ARMED FORCES HAS PROMISED TO 
NO 2T5 THE MILITARY AND THE POLICE «PT SO ST.U 

UMTED ST AXES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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17193 171SBH 
DURING THE SEGOVIA MASSACRE. IT IS HOPED THAT HE WILL 
SINCE THE LEGITIMACY Of THE SYSTEM 
RESULTS. WE CANNOT IGNORE THE FACT THERE IS X OlRTT 
WAR. IN WHICH TIE GUERRILLA IS NOTHING TO BE IDMIRED. 

ROT THE SOLUTION IS HOT THE RESIGNATION OF MINISTER OF 
GOVERNMENT 1AVIRIA EITHER, AS REOUESTEO BY THE 
PRESIDENT Of U. P. (LEFTIST PARTY) . BUT IHSTE.U OF 
TALKING ABOUT SOMETHING ELSE, SHOWIHB A GREAT LMH Of 
COHSCIENCE, THE ESTABLISHMENT MUST TARE A TRUTHFUL AND 
BECISIVE POSITION ABOUT WHAT IT IS SUPPOSED T.) DEFEND 
AND WHY DEATH SOUADS, FINANCED BY DRUG TRAfFIORIRG, 
CANNOT BE TOLERATED »Y THE CIVILIAN AID MLIT.UY 
^ORITIES. FOR THERE IS A DANGER THAT ™ DETRACT 
MIGHT LOSE ITS REASON FOR BEING." UNO TRANSLATION). 
LANE 
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